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Village of Thurston 

Council Meeting Minutes 

July 15, 2021 

*** SPECIAL MEETING *** 

 

 

Meeting called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Mayor Mary Boring.  Special joint meeting with Walnut Township 

Trustees to discuss the Village of Thurston and Walnut Township fire contract.  Pledge of Allegiance was 

recited.  

 

Roll call:  Robert Ortman – present  JoAnn Hite – present  Garry Boring - present 

                Scott Whited – present   Lowell Hite – present  Steve Martin - present 

    Mary Boring, Mayor – present Aaron Reedy, Fiscal Officer – present 

 

Walnut Township Trustees in attendance: Bill Yates, Terry Horn, Doug Leith.  Also, in attendance were Walnut 

Twp Fiscal Officer Jane Baker, Walnut Twp Solicitor Amy Brown-Thompson, Thurston Solicitor Brian Zets 

and Fire Chief Bob Price. 

 

Mary asked if she could read from a prepared statement on behalf of the Village.  As follows: 

 

“Since our Memo of Understanding was passed by Council in November of 2020, it has been this Council’s 

desire to end the current contract and give control of the fire department to Walnut Township, given certain 

agreements could be made.  This council has requested that the fire department real estate and building remain 

in ownership of the Village of Thurston.  A usage agreement would then be drafted so the property would 

continue to be used by Walnut Township as an ACTIVE fire station for as long as they desired.  Once the 

property would no longer be used by Walnut Township to house an active fire department, the township would 

vacate the property so it could be used for other Village purposes.   

These three requests are simple, fair, and have not changed. 
1) Property remains Thurston’s 

2) Township can use as an active fire station 

3) The current contract is to be dissolved 

Recent versions of the contract have “strings” attached to the Village’s request; including stipulations that if the 

property were to be sold, the money would go to the Township.  There’s also non-specific wording that appears 

to allow the fire house property to be used as storage at some point instead of an active firehouse.  For the good 

of both entities, the residents of the Village of Thurston, and the residents of Walnut Township, the original 

proposal needs to happen and complete in this fiscal year.   

 

We need to leave this building today with these matters agreed upon and understood by all present.  Our 

solicitors need to walk out of here understanding the desires and agreements between both entities so they can 

work together to make this deal happen legally and legislatively.   

 

If the Village’s original, fair and simple requests cannot be met, the current contract will then remain in force.  

The Village will then take action to file grievances against the Township on several sections of the contract that 

have not been followed.  I do not believe that is the path any of us want to take.” 

** end of statement ** 

 

Trustees asked Aaron to e-mail them a copy of Mary’s statement.  He said he would.   
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Trustees discussed how the Pleasantville firehouse was given to Pleasantville for $1 years ago.  Aaron brought 

up that the old Millersport firehouse was sold by the Millersport Fire Association and they kept the money, even 

though 17 years of rent @ $20,000 per year ($340,000) was given to the Association and township funds were 

used for improvements and repairs to that station.  The township got nothing back for that.  Bill Yates said they 

received “service” for that money.  Aaron said the township has gotten the same “service” from the Thurston 

Fire Dept.  The entities discussed the current situation, and everyone agreed they want to do what’s best to 

move things along.   

 

It was discussed how the old Millersport Fire Dept was brought into the Township under the Thurston-Walnut 

Twp FD ID (23029).  The township never made a new, separate fire department.   

 

The subject of the property of the Thurston Fire Association came up.  It was agreed that was a stand-alone 

entity, and neither Walnut Twp or Thurston Village could make any decisions based on that, nor control its 

inventory.  Aaron said Council has asked Bob Price for an inventory, but one has never been received.  It was 

discussed that we could reasonably give the Thurston Fire Association 30 days to get their inventory out of the 

fire house or it would be considered abandoned and continued to be used at the fire house. 

 

After several minutes of discussion, it was agreed by both parties to have the solicitors prepare the legislation 

with the following points: 

 

The Village of Thurston can keep the fire house and property.  Walnut Twp can continue to use the property if it 

is used as an active fire department for a dollar per year, as long as they keep it active.  A use agreement will be 

drafted.  If the Village ever has the desire to sell the property, Walnut Twp will have the right of first refusal to 

purchase the property.  The entities can either agree on an appraiser, or each get their own and take an average 

of the appraisals to determine the value.  The township can then purchase that property for that appraisal price, 

minus $10,000*. 

 

The use agreement will state that any major improvements and repairs (not “like-kind” repairs) will have to be 

approved by the Council of the Village of Thurston.  At those times, if warranted, the entities can re-negotiate 

the right of first refusal purchase price of $10,000* (specifically if they are adding substantial value to the 

property).   

 

The Village agreed to give the Township the balance of the Fire Fund (which currently stands around 

$800,000).  The Village will keep some to pay down the invoices for goods and services that have already been 

encumbered.  The solicitors will make the appropriate legislation to end the current contract appropriately.  

They will send the information to the entities as soon as possible for review. 

 

Jane Baker asked if Council wanted the payments for EMS Money that is planned to come out in 2-3 weeks.  

Council discussed and agreed that they can hold on to that, but to report the amounts to us. 

 

Scott made a motion to adjourn at 10:10 a.m.  Garry seconded.  Roll call vote:  all YES.  Motion carried.   

 

Respectfully prepared by, 

 

 

___________________________ 

Aaron Reedy, Fiscal Officer 


