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Village of Thurston 

Council Meeting Minutes 

February 10, 2021 

 

 

Meeting called to order at 7:04 pm by Mayor Mary Boring.  Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  

 

Roll call:  Robert Ortman – absent  JoAnn Hite – present  Jimmy Barber JR - absent 

                Scott Whited – present   Lowell Hite – present  Garry Boring - present 

    Mary Boring, Mayor – present Aaron Reedy, Fiscal Officer – present 

 

Kelly, daughter of Patricia Owens of 7920 Moline Drive (acct 282), was present to speak about her mother’s 

account.  Patricia passed away on January 23 and the family is trying to take care of her accounts.  Kelley said 

they are getting life insurance policy payout and would like more time to pay her water bill. Garry made a 

motion to give the family until the end of February to pay the current bills, to halt any late penalties, and to 

remove the January penalty due to the circumstances.  Scott seconded.  Roll call vote:  all YES.  Motion carried. 

 

Insurance representatives Christina Grover and Andy Leitch made a presentation to Council about changing the 

Village insurance company to Public Entities Pool of Ohio (PEP).  Christina is a local agent with an office in 

Baltimore.  Andy gave the presentation.  The village is currently with the Ohio Municipal Joint Self-Insurance 

Pool who was previously endorsed by the Ohio Municipal League.  The OML is now endorsing the PEP.  After 

listening to the presentation and asking several questions, Council thanked them for their presentation.  Council 

is waiting on renewal quote from the current vendor and will take things under advisement and discuss at the 

next committee meeting. 

 

Scott made a motion to approve the January meeting minutes.  Garry seconded.  Roll call vote:  all YES.  

Motion carried.  Garry made a motion to approve the January financial statement.  Scott seconded.  Roll call 

vote:  all YES.  Motion carried. 

 

First Reading – Ordinance 2021-5 – An Ordinance Amending Section 2 of Ordinance #6-6-96-2 and Thereby 

Increasing the Price of Cemetery Plots for the Village Cemetery.  This will increase the plots to $900 each. 

 

Business from the Fire Chief – Chief Bob Price was present.  He asked council for permission to purchase a 

forcible entry prop for training firefighters on different ways to get into a door.  After some discussion, Garry 

made a motion to approve the purchase from P.A.R. Training and Props LLC for not to exceed $5,000.  Scott 

seconded.  Roll call vote:  all YES.  Motion carried. 

 

Aaron explained the normal process for getting purchases made for the fire department, which had to be 

approved by Council.  This included Council granting permission to use new vendors.  The last year had been in 

a state of “emergency” due to the leaving of the previous fire chief and assistant chief and the control being 

passed to Chief Price as the acting Thurston chief.  In addition, there was always the underlying idea that the 

township would assume control of the fire department sometime last year.  At this time, we need to get back to 

normalizing controls now that we’re no longer in that “emergency status”.  Chief said he now understands and 

appreciated the explanation.  

 

Aaron explained to Council that Chief Price would like to have a house account opened with Office Mart in 

Lancaster for ordering house supplies.  Scott made a motion to allow this.  Garry seconded.  Roll call vote:  all 

YES.  Motion carried.  Aaron will get the account set up.  Chief Price will need to determine who the authorized 

purchasers on the account will be.  Chief would like an initial PO for $1,000 to be created.  Aaron will do so. 
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Chief Price said he’s trying to trim down some costs.  He’s removed 2 jet packs from the Verizon account so the 

bill will go down some.  Chief would like to purchase turn out gear/supplies from The Public Safety Store LLC 

in Lexington KY.  He will send information about what he wishes to spend.  Scott made a motion to allow The 

Public Safety Store LLC to be set up as a new vendor.  Garry seconded.  Roll call vote:  all YES.  Motion 

carried.   

 

Chief Price said he wants to be contacted by Mayor if there are any questions or issues at the firehouse.  There 

was an incident last month where a possibility of duplication of plumbing work could have been done where the 

mayor called for a plumber, but the Chief had already taken care of it.  Chief said there is a chain of command, 

and everyone needs to follow it.  Mary said she understands that, but the last time she checked, the Chief reports 

to her.  Chief Price understands, but just wants better communications between them so things work smoother. 

 

Business from the Safety Committee – Looking at the possibility of purchasing a replacement truck for the 

street department – plowing and salting.  Current truck is about 35 year old. 

 

Business from the Service Committee – No business from the Service Committee.  Aaron shared some 

financials on how the Village might want to hire a part-time employee to do the plowing, mowing, and multiple 

other duties around the village instead of contracting the work out.  Further discussion will happen in committee 

meetings. 

 

Business from the Finance Committee – Didn’t meet. 

Business from the Regional Planning Representative – Robert wasn’t present 

 

Old Business – Mary said the Morgan Happenny property @ 8078 High St. had been cleaned up today due to 

violating Village legislation.  Costs for the removal of violating items, the cost to hire attending Sherriff deputy 

and legislative fees will be assessed to the property.  If violations continue, further steps will be taken. 

 

Mary called Rural Water for references for water tank maintenance vendors.  They gave her three contacts, but 

they didn’t seem to work out.  Barb Anderson of CT Consultants (the Village Engineer) had recommended 

Dixon Engineering and Mary is waiting for a quote from them. 

 

New Business – Scott asked if we are pursuing any other property nuisances in the Village.  Mary said Bill Bert 

is keeping an eye on the Daubenmire properties (8095 High St and 8101 High St.).  They have requested the 

water be shut off at 8095 High St. since no one lives there now.  Fred Funkhouser, who owns 8049 High St., 

hasn’t responded to our letters about his property, but that needs to be pursued. 

 

JoAnn made a motion to adjourn at 8:10 pm.  Garry seconded.  Roll call vote:  all YES.  Motion carried.   

 

Respectfully prepared by, 

 

 

___________________________ 

Aaron Reedy 


