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Village of Thurston 

Council Meeting Minutes 

February 12, 2020 

 

Meeting called to order at 7:00 pm by Mayor Mary Boring.  Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  

 

Roll call:  Robert Ortman – present  JoAnn Hite – present  Jimmy Barber JR - present 

                Scott Whited – present   Lowell Hite – present  Heather Baker - absent 

    Mary Boring, Mayor – present Aaron Reedy, Fiscal Officer – present 

 

Danielle McCloud of 8095 High St. wished to talk to Council about payment arrangements on her account.  She 

moved into Apt. A on 9/20/19.  There were leaks in the upstairs apartment (Apt. A) and caused her bill to go 

high.  She moved into a downstairs apartment (Apt. C) on 1/6/20.  She was asking Council about making 

payments on Apt. A while living in Apt. C and wanted her deposit transferred to Apt. C.  Aaron said since she 

moved out of Apt. C, she loses her deposit on that account it will be credited to the Apt. C account.  That 

account has already been moved back into the property owner’s name.  She’ll need to make payment 

arrangements with him.  She’ll have to pay another deposit if she wants the Apt. A account to be put into her 

name.  Currently it’s in the property owner’s name.  The village doesn’t require accounts to be put into a 

renter’s name; that’s completely up to the property owner.  Aaron and Mary informed her that there have been 

several issues with that property over the years, including structural stability and leaks.  Renters move in and 

out of that property all the time. 

 

Robert made a motion to approve the January 2020 meeting minutes.  Scott seconded.  Roll call vote:  all YES.    

Motion carried.   

 

Scott made a motion to approve the January 2020 financial statement.  Jimmy seconded. Roll call vote:  all 

YES.    Motion carried.   

Business from the Safety Committee – None 

Business from the Service Committee – Scott made a motion to have the February penalties waived due to the 

post office initially losing, and then just delivering the utility bills 2 weeks late.  Jimmy seconded.  Roll call 

vote:  all YES, with Lowell abstaining.    Motion carried.   Lowell asked if we got permission from Walnut 

Creek Sewer District to waive their penalties.  Aaron said he was going to ask (which he did contact them on 

2/13/20, and they agreed to the waiver of penalties). 

 

Scott made a motion to declare excess inventory and allow the disposal of 141 water meter pit covers and 109 

meters.  Robert seconded.  Roll call vote:  all YES.    Motion carried.  Scott made a motion to allow for the 

application by the village for the CDBG grant to complete the loop in the water system from 5th street to Oak St.  

Robert seconded.  Roll call vote:  all YES.    Motion carried.   

 

Scott made a motion to notify Archie Robinson about his property on 1960 Main Street that he must replace the 

current plastic shut-off valves that are installed outside the property with metals exterior valves so that there is 

no chance the valves being damaged by us at shut off time.  Also that all shut-off valves must be accessible by 

Village employees in order to shut off the water.  If this is not done, if an account is to be shut off for non-

payment, then the entire set of apartments would be shut off.  Robert seconded.  Roll call vote:  all YES, with 

Lowell voting NO.    Motion carried.   

 

Business from the Finance Committee – Didn’t meet. 

Business from the Regional Planning Representative – Robert said there was nothing that concerned the Village.   

Old Business – Scott made a motion to renew the engineering contract with CT Consultants.  Jimmy seconded.  

Roll call vote:  all YES.    Motion carried.   
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New Business – Scott made a motion to hire Jamie Carroll as an independent contractor for the Village to do 

odd jobs around the Village to be paid by the job.  Robert seconded.  Roll call vote:  all YES, with Lowell & 

JoAnn voting NO.    Motion carried.   

 

Lowell made a motion that Jamie Carroll should be paid out of the general fund for all jobs (except mowing), 

regardless of what area that job is performed for.  Roll call vote: Lowell voted YES, JoAnn Abstained, all others 

voted NO.  Motion not carried. 

 

Business from Fire Chief – Acting Chief Bob Price was present.  He said he would coordinate meeting with 

the lady from the insurance company to go over current coverages at the fire house.  There was some discussion 

of the need for new SCBA and other equipment at the Thurston Firehouse, which is totaling near $100,000.  

Bob said there’s a State Fire Marshall’s grant we’ll try to get for $15,000.  There will be further analysis and 

discussion on this. 

 

Chief Price said there’s been discussion at the township level, and at the Millersport Council level about the 

consideration of merging the Millersport Fire Department and Thurston-Walnut Township Fire Department into 

one township department.  Doug Leith, a Walnut Township Trustee, was also present at the meeting.  He said 

there’s been no motions at the township level; just planting a seed to explore the possibility of the benefits to the 

community of combining the departments.  Doug said he’s now speaking for himself, and he’s only one trustee; 

he’s not here pointing fingers at anyone that’s been associated with this fire department in the past, or to place 

blame anywhere.  He’s here to state that he gonna find out what’s going to benefit everyone in Walnut 

Township, Millersport, and Thurston.  One of the pluses is combining the roster of the two departments, which 

has already been done; everybody’s being paid the same now.  Chief Price can move personnel around to the 

necessary departments as needed.  The intent is not to close the Thurston Fire Department, but to maintain the 

current three.  From a financial standpoint, it might make more sense.  As a trustee, he doesn’t really want to 

own a fire department, but it might serve the residents better.  He said let’s talk about it, let’s explore it, let’s not 

go on any hearsay.  Let’s just see if it will work.   

 

Mary asked if the trustees would be able to afford taking over the departments, taking on the debt of the 

departments.  Chief Price said there’s no outstanding debt that isn’t being covered by the current levy.  Jimmy 

made a motion for the village to be a part of discussions to discuss the possibility of a merger of the two 

departments into a township fire department and explore the options with Millersport and Walnut Twp.  Scott 

seconded.  Roll call vote:  all YES.    Motion carried.  Doug Leith said the trustees would facilitate the 

meetings.  Doug Leith said the Pleasantville mayor has asked that the northern part of Pleasantville (which is in 

Walnut Twp) be serviced by the Pleasant Twp fire department.  Doug said he doesn’t want that to happen.  The 

current arrangement has crew in Thurston firehouse, so we are staffed to take care of them.  Besides, Pleasant 

Twp is busy making runs towards Lancaster.  Doug Leith also informed Council that the District Advisory 

Committee is wanting to increase each entities’ fees by 5% according to the budget they are coming out with.  

They will be voting on it in March, and we should let them know how we feel about it. 

 

As there was no further business to discuss, Jimmy made a motion to adjourn at 7:50 pm.  Scott seconded.  Roll 

call vote:  all YES.  Motion carried. 

 

Respectfully prepared by, 

 

 

___________________________ 

Aaron Reedy 


