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Village of Thurston 

Council Meeting Minutes 

December 11, 2019 

 

Meeting called to order at 7:00 pm by Mayor Mary Boring.  Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  

 

Roll call:  Robert Ortman – present  JoAnn Hite – present  Jimmy Barber JR - absent 

                Scott Whited – present   Lowell Hite – present  Heather Baker - present 

    Mary Boring, Mayor – present Aaron Reedy, Fiscal Officer – present 

 

Stephanie Hicks of 8037 Broad St was present and spoke about the water leak at her house.  She said they found 

the leak just outside of the meter pit and it’s been prepared. Garry Boring witnessed the leak and the repair.  

She’s asking for payment arrangements, and credit for sewer charges.  Next month’s bill will be high, too, 

because the leak was just fixed on 12/7/2019.   

 

Dave Fleury of 8349 High St was present about getting a light on the pole where the bus stop is in front of his 

house.  He had pulled his trailer out there so there would be a light for them, but it’s also on the sidewalk.  He 

doesn’t want to break any rules, but it’s providing a light for the kids.  Mary said she would get with AEP about 

installing a streetlight there for the kids at the bus stop. 

 

Robert made a motion to approve the November 2019 meeting minutes.  Scott seconded.  Roll call vote:  all 

YES.    Motion carried.  Robert made a motion to approve the November 2019 financial statement.  Scott 

seconded.  Roll call vote:  all YES.  Motion carried.   

 

Business from Fire Chief - Chief Jim Hite was not present.  Asst. Chief Jamie Carroll and officers John Layton 

and Jason Smith were all present.  Mayor Boring said she had gotten a call from Jimmy Barber several times 

because he had never heard from Bill Yates regarding the Evan Martin situation that they were to be looking 

into together.  Mary had just received a letter from the Walnut Township Trustees that said in part that due to 

the addendum to the contract between the Village and the Township regarding the fire department, they were 

responsible for looking into some issues regarding the Chief.  Chief Jim Hite has been put on administrative 

leave by the township trustees eff 12/10/19 while an investigation is going on in regards to some of his 

activities.  They’ve hired an outside investigator to look into these things.  Mary said Asst. Chief Jamie Carroll 

is now handling the day-to-day management of the department during this investigation. Mary said that Bill 

wanted everyone to understand that this is why there had not been any communication with Jimmy, Council or 

the Mayor regarding further movement with the investigation of the Martin issue. 

 

Scott made a motion to approve the hiring of Riley McCloud to the fire department.  Robert seconded.  Roll call 

vote:  all YES.  Motion carried.    Robert made a motion to approve all the purchase orders and new vendors 

submitted on the Chief’s Report.  Scott seconded.  Roll call vote:  all YES.  Motion carried.  Aaron asked if was 

okay if it was not required for Jamie to submit the Payment Form with each bill while this change is going on.  

This form is one that Aaron had initiated years ago.  Council agreed it was okay for now. 

 

Jamie said he’s met with Jane Baker, Township Clerk, about how to continue payroll processing, so there will 

be no interruptions for that.  Mary said Chief Hite’s keys have not been turned in yet.  Jamie said he sent an e-

mail out to all the Thurston-Walnut Twp FD crew about the situation; asking them all not to have any contact 

with Jim Hite, but to contact Jamie instead.   

 

Jamie said the front pad has been completed at the firehouse and the final invoice has been given to Aaron to 

pay.  Jamie said there is an agreement to sign with MECC regarding medical director and the relationship with 

the fire department.  Aaron said that would have to be passed by legislation.  He will prepare it for next 
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meeting.  Jamie said Santa would be at the fire house on December 21st from 10-11:30am.  All residents are 

invited. 

 

Business from the Safety Committee – None 

 

Business from the Service Committee – Heather made a motion to have Stephanie Hicks, Acct 191, pay $200 

per month until it the account is paid in full and do not charge any penalty/delinquent fees until it’s paid off.  

Scott seconded.  Roll call vote:  all YES.  Motion carried. 

 

Business from the Finance Committee – Didn’t meet. 

Business from the Regional Planning Representative – Robert said there was nothing that concerned the Village.   

 

Old Business – Account # 311 – Aaron explained that the property has been taken over by the Fairfield County 

Land Bank, so we cannot assess the property any longer, and all previous assessments have to be removed.  

Scott made a motion to write off the assessments to this property in the amount of $4,692.06.  Robert seconded.  

Roll call vote:  all YES.  Motion carried.  Sewer portion will have to approved and written off by the Walnut 

Creek Sewer District. 

 

New Business – Aaron reminded Council that the Council Christmas dinner was 12/14 at 5pm.  Mary said the 

Organizational Meeting will be on 1/2/2020 at 6:30pm and the first Committee meeting of the year will be on 

1/2/2020 at 7:00pm. 

 

Aaron shared a letter he sent to the Thurston United Methodist Women’s group in which he had to return a 

check for $200 they wrote for the toy drive at the Fire Department.  Normally this is something the association 

handles, but there’s been a question of the existence of the association any more.  Aaron thanked them, but had 

to decline due to no current way to properly handle the donation. 

 

Lowell said we need to talk about water rates.  Mary said it could be discussed at the next service committee 

meeting. 

 

Mary wished to thank Barber’s Towing for the use of their equipment to install the Christmas ornaments around 

town.  She also thanked Jamie Carroll for hanging them. 

 

As there was no further business to discuss, JoAnn made a motion to adjourn at 7:35 pm.  Scott seconded.  Roll 

call vote:  all YES.  Motion carried. 

 

Respectfully prepared by, 

 

 

___________________________ 

Aaron Reedy 


